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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/430,709 



Applicant(s) 



Sullivan 



Examiner 



Elizabeth Shaw 




Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Oct 29, 1999 



□ This action is FINAL. . 

□ Since this ap P ,cation is in condition for allowance ^^^0^!^ " " 
«" -ordance with the practice under fir pa.e Ouayle, 1 35 C. D. 1 1 , 463 O.G. 2 ^ 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action • J" ^ will cause the 

is .onger. from the mailing date of t ? commute t, n. Fa lu to r«pond w, ^ ^ ^ provisions Qf 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § txiensions, u 

37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 
Kl Claim(s) 1-23 

Of the above, claim (s) 
□ Claim(s) 
El Claim(s) i-R. 7-18. and 21-23 
Kl Claim(s) 6. 19. and 20 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed. 



is/are rejected. 



□ Claims 



is/are objected to. 
are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



disapproved. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on IS ^approved 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 iq/ a ud) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 9(a) (d). 

□ All DSome' DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received; ~~ 



l^CIUHtsU tiw» • — 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement^. PTO-1449, Paper Note). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
Trie following is a quotation of trie appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 tkat form 
trie basis for tke rejections under tbis section made in tbis Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) tke invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Davis, Jr. 
(4,977,690). Davis, Jr. skows an animal blow dryer 10 capable of being used on livestock baving 
a bousing 14 witb an air inlet 20 and an air outlet 35, at least one blower motor 11 and 12 
witkin tke kousing 14 and a circular air filter cartridge 24 removably mounted in a filter bolding 
section (not sbown). Tke filter cartridge 24 kaving a perimeter section and a filter witkin tke 
perimeter section. Tke air flow passing over tke motors 12 keats tke air, causing tke motors 12 
to act as keating elements. Tke kousing kaving a nozzle 36 to wkick is attacked a kose 37. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke basis for all 
obviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not te obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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suck tkat tke sukject matter as a wkole would kave keen okvious at tke time tke invention was made to a person 
kaving ordinary skill in tke art to wkick said sukject matter pertains. Patentakility skall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 7-9, Hand 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as keing unpatentable over 
Davis, Jr. Witk respect to claim 3, to use a tat on tke perimeter of tke filter cartridge would kave 
keen okvious to one skilled in tke art wisking to make tke cartridge easier to grasp wken it needs 
to ke replaced. Witk respect to claims 8, 11 and 12, to form tke nozzle 36 of Davis, Jr. into a 
conical skape would kave keen okvious to one skilled in tke art as an alternate design ckoice 
depending upon tke attackments tke user wiskes to employ. 

Claims 4-5, 10 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as keing unpatentakle 
over Davis, Jr. in view of Stevens (D 132, 815). Stevens skows a vacuum cleaner kousing kaving 
a cylindrical skape and kaving an air inlet opening at a first end, an air outlet opening at a second 
end, a kandle for carrying tke kousing and a plurality of legs. Witk respect to claims 4, 10 and 
16, it is firstly considered tkat a vacuum could ke a klow dryer karring only tke direction of tke 
air flow or wkick end tke attackes can ke affixed to. Secondly, to use tke cylindrical skape of 



Stevens in place of square kousing of Davis, Jr. would kave keen okvious to one skilled in tke art 
wisking to make tke device less cumkersome. Also to make tke circular filter of Davis, Jr. tke 

diameter of tke kousing of Stevens would kave keen okvious to one skilled in tke art wisking 
ke tke most efficient use of tke filter. Witk respect to claims 5 and 15, it is considered tkat 



same 



to ma 
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the filter of Davis, Jr. is inserted at a perpendicular direction wken combined witk the longitudinal 
housing of Stevens. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as teing unpatentable over Davis, Jr. in 
view of Stevens and further in view of Owen (D 43,011). Owen shows a vacuum cleaner frame 



circu 



having a housing mounted on a plurality of W-shaped legs. With respect to claim 13, to use the 
leg of Owen with the dryer combination of Davis, Jr. and Stevens would have heen obvious to one 
skilled in the art wishing to raise the device to a more convenient height for the user. 

Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gates 
(5,766,316) in view of Davis, Jr. Gates shows a filter cartridge 12 for filtering air having a 

lar outer perimeter 34, a plurality of ribs 44 and a filter 14 molded to and supported by the 
ibs 44. With respect to claim 21, to use a tab on the filter of Gates would have been obvious to 

hilled in the art wishing ot allow easy removal of the filter. Also to use the ribbed filter of 
Gates with the animal dryer of Davis, Jr. would have been obvious to one skilled in the art wishign 

sturdy long-lasting filter. With respect to claim 22, to make the circular filter of Gates 
the same diameter of the housing of Davis, Jr. would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
wishing to make the most efficient use of the filter. With respect to claim 23, while the exact 
method of the attachment of the filter in Davis, Jr. is not shown, it would have been obvious to 
killed in the art to affix the filter of Gates in a various manners including a pair of notches 



ri 



one s 



to use a 



one s 



for support. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 6, 19 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of tke limitations of tbe base 
claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Tbe prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Included for furtker reference on animal blow dryers are: Krieger (4,718,375), Cben 
(5,435,269) and Navalon-Ckicote (5,724,918). 

Any inquiry concerning tbis communication or earlier communications from tbe 

bould be directed to Elizabetb Sbaw wbose telepbone number is (703) 308-1853. Art 



examiner s 



Unit Faxes: (703) 306-4195 and 305-7687. 



ChariesT.Jord^ m 

Sup8rvisoryPatsntn:r^2f 



Groups £203 



Elizabetb Sbaw 
January 12, 2001 



